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Dear friends,

As we turn the calendar to 2026, we do so with hearts full
of gratitude. Looking back on the past year, we see the
clear evidence of God’s faithfulness in every
season—even the difficult ones.

The beginning of a new year is not just about changing
dates; it is an invitation to lift our eyes and trust in God’s
vision for what lies ahead. This year, I encourage each of
you to move beyond typical resolutions and instead focus
on "Christian habits"—small, daily steps of faith that draw
you closer to Christ. Let us use 2026 to squeeze out
every drop of good for the cause of Christ, ensuring our
time is used for His glory.

Last year, we got our buildings spiffed up: we painted the
buildings, refinished the floor in the gym, got the heating
and air conditioning working well. It was a good year. But
our facilities are just a means to an end. We offer our
space for worship (we have three other congregations
using the buildings!), we offer Bible studies and
children’s programs, we provide space for the local  

schools to have concerts and meetings, and our
buildings are available to people who need a place for
celebrations. Each first and third Friday of the month a
group of people from the community gather with Bill and I
for a night of board gaming. Stop by some Friday
between 6 and 9 and meet these new friends!

The ministry of Northminster relies on your participation:
your attendance at worship and other activities, your
service on the Session and committees, and through
your generous giving.

The Lord spoke through the prophet Jeremiah: “For I
know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope
and a future.”  (Jeremiah 29:1) God has plans for you
this year, and for Northminster. Together, we can seek
God’s will and find the hope that God gives!

See you in church!

Andy



Internet: northminster.org
Facebook: Northminster Presbyterian Church, Salinas

YouTube: Northminster Presbyterian - Salinas, CA
Venmo (donations) @northminsterpresbyterian-churc

Do we have your email address? 
Contact micki@northminster.org

1 Tom DeLay
1 Chris Vivit
5 Rebekah Loder
13 Laura Hunter-Michels
15 Tom Crompton
19 Nanci Crompton
22 Judy Sonico
30 Carolyn Bohn

February Early Birds
4 William Cuda

Tom Westoby
8 Kiki Montero

January Anniversaries

16 Ken & Laura Hunter-Michels . . . . . . . . . 44th

February Early Birds
No early anniversaries this month

* If your name is missing from this list and you would
like to add it, please contact the church office.

Our
Homebound 

Friends

Emma Price - Vista Harden Ranch (Brookdale)
Ted Selvester - Texas

Joy Lohuis - Ivy Park (Villa Serra)
Carol Suggett - Ivy Park
Dorothy Walker - home

CALENDAR OF CHURCH EVENTS

Weekly Events

Sundays
9:00 am Adult Sunday School - Room 11
10:00 am Worship Service - Sanctuary/Onlin
11:00 am Coffee Fellowship - Ministry Center
5:30 pm Youth Group - Room 24

Mondays
12:30 pm Senior Singers Rehearsal - Geneva Rm (2/2)

Tuesdays
7:00 pm Women's Online Bible Study  - Zoom

Wednesdays
3:30 pm F.L.O.C.K. - Ministry Center

Thursdays
8:00 am Men's Breakfast - First Awakenings
10:00 am Knitting Club - Library

Other Events

January
1 Office, Day Care closed for Holiday
6 7:00 pm Women's Online Bible Study resumes
9 Annual Report Articles due
7 3:30 pm FLOCK resumes
11 5:30 pm Youth Group resumes
11 6:00 pm SHARE Center Meal - 845 E. Laurel Dr.
12 9:00 am Preschool/KinderPrep resumes
15 Newsletter Deadline
18 11:00 am Fellowshp Potluck
18 11:00 pm Session Meeting (change of date)
18 5:00 pm MLK Jr Vigil/March - Meet at old Jail
19 Office, Day Care, PS/KP closed for holiday
19 9am-5pm Adventure Play Day
24 11:00 am Marianne Keehn Memorial Svc, Reception
25 6:00 pm SHARE Center Meal - 845 E. Laurel Dr.



Women’s Online
Bible Study

Our study on Growing
Older and Wiser resumes
Tuesday, January 6! We
invite the women of our
church to join us
Tuesdays, 7:00 pm on
Zoom.  If you need a
study guide, please
contact Terry Heffington.

      Articles Due:        

      January 9th

It's time to review the year that was 2025!  If you are an
elder or program leader, please submit an article on your
group's activities and accomplishments this past year. 
We look forward to sharing this information at the
Annual Meeting (date to be announced). Please email
your information to micki@northminster.org by January
9, 2026.

 Serving Christ–in the Homeless

The SHARE (Salinas Housing
Advancement Resources
Education) Center is open and
meeting the needs of the
homeless  and Northminster
will continue to minister to
them by providing and serving
dinner for our brothers and sisters on the second and
fourth Sundays, January 11 and 25. You can help by
providing gifts of food for the meal and/or by helping to
serve it.  Please bring items to the church by 5:00 pm
or by 6:30 pm if bringing to/serving at the Center,
845 E. Laurel Drive.  

Fellowship Potluck

On Sunday, January 18, join us
after worship (11:00 ish) for a
Fellowship Potluck!!!  Bring your
favorite dish to share as we fellowship
around a meal – just like Jesus did!

If you are not able to bring an item,
don't let that stop you from joining us!

7th Annual

Martin Luther King Jr.
Peace Walk, Vigil

Sunday, January 18, 5:00 pm
Start at Old Jail, Alisal Street, Salinas

Walk to City Hall

Sponsored by: Interfaith Leaders of Salinas



2026 Giving Envelopes 
If you have given or are planning to give in 2026,
and need a set of envelopes, please sign up in the
narthex for your custom set.   

2026 Per Capita apportionment will be
$44.50 per member.  This fee covers insurance
and other administrative costs.  

Passings...
Richard "Dick" Palmer, died April
30, 2025 after a battle with a
devastating illness. No memorial
service was held, at his request..

Marianne Keehn died unexpectedly on August 5, 2025.
A memorial service will be held January 24, 2026 at
11:00 am. at Northminster.

Jean Monarque died on August 20, 2025 after a period
of declining health. She was 95. Service details are
unknown.

Jonnie Barrient died, date unknown. Other details are
unknown.

Rubye Riggs died unexpectedly on December 23, 2025.
A memorial service will be held January 11, 2026 at Ave
Maria Memorial Chapel, Watsonville.

Church Staff / Participants

Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andy Rausch
Organist/Choir Accompanist . . . . . . . . . . . Claire Vincent
Parish Associate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Lane
Daycare . . . . . . . Jerrianna, Sue, Ale, Emely, Elizabeth,
. . . . . . . . . . . . Cecilia, Berenice,Yesenia, Erica, Jasmine
Executive Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jackie Gash
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sue Brockett
Preschool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amanda Robles
Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jesse Perez
Set Up Techs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Folliard
Grounds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terry Heffington
Church Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Micki Brown

A Radical RETURN 

to Classic Play:

Monday, January 19

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Ministry Center

Invite your family's,

neighbors', and 

friends' children!

Contact Pastor Andy 

or Pastor Bill for 

more information.


